Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.032; wR factor = 0.089; data-to-parameter ratio = 12.4.
In the title compound, [Zn(C 9 H 4 O 6 )(C 12 H 12 N 2 )(H 2 O) 2 ], the Zn II atom is five-coordinated by two N atoms from a 4,4 0 -dimethyl-2,2 0 -bipyridine ligand, one O atom from a 5-carboxybenzene-1,3-dicarboxylate ligand and two water molecules in a distorted trigonal-bipyramidal geometry. The complex molecules are linked by intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds and partly overlapping -interactions [centroid-centroid distance = 4.017 (2) Å ] into a threedimensional supramolecular network. 
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Experimental
Crystal data [Zn(C 9 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). As shown in Fig 
The title compound was synthesized hydrothermally in a Teflon-lined stainless steel container by heating a mixture of benzene-1,3,5-tricarboxylic acid (0.011 g, 0.05 mmol), 4,4'-dimethyl-2,2'-bipyridine (0.009 g, 0.05 mmol), Zn(NO 3 ) 2 .6H 2 O (0.015 g, 0.05 mmol) and NaOH (0.004 g, 0.1 mmol) in 7 ml of distilled water at 120°C for 3 d, and then cooled to room temperature. Colorless block crystals of the title compound were obtained in 68% yield based on zinc. 
